
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ  
snowflakes fell softly and the sounds of carols 
rang through the air.  It was the time filled with 
happiness.  And for children everywhere, it was 
their favorite time of year.  But one little boy 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ   
ΨL Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣΩ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ 
.Ǌƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƴƻǿ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŦŀƭƭΦέ   
{ƻ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ά! /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ by 
Charles M. Schulz. 
 
In December we enter the season of Advent as 
we prepare our hearts and homes for Christmas 
and the birth of Jesus the Savior of the world, 
but do any of us truly understand Christmas?   
 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 
in the beginning with God.  All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being.  What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
No Mary.  No Joseph.  No Inn and no manger.  
No traditional birth of Jesus.  We are told about 
the light and the life of all peopleτand dark-
ness did not overcome it.  The first three  
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ό5ŜŎΦ нΣ ф ϧ ммύ ǿŜ 
will gather to look deeper into this meaning of 
Christmas with Charlie Brown and his friends.  
Our worship times are at 11:30 a.m. followed 

by a lunch, and 7 p.m. preceded 
by  a hot dish dinner.  We will 
use the familiar Holden Evening 
Prayer liturgy to call us into 
worship, watch a video clip of 
the familiar movie A Charlie 
Brown Christmas, and hear a message of the  
season.  Come and be surprised at what Charlie 
Brown and his friends have to say about the LIGHT 
of the world and the true meaning of Christmas! 
 

 ̧December 2: Help!  Where is the light of the 
 world? 
 ̧December 9:   Finding the perfect tree 
 ̧December 16:  Waiting for the TRUE meaning  
 of Christmas 

 

Join us as together we discover the meaning of 
Christmas.  There are many opportunities to  
remind us that Jesus is the light of the world τ 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

 ̧December 2, 9, 16:  Advent worship at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by lunch and 7 p.m. preceded with  
dinner from 6-6:45 p.m.  (A $3 donation is  
suggested for those attending the meals.) 
 ̧December 6:  Christmas Cantata ά! DǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
aƛƎƘǘȅ ²ƻƴŘŜǊέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ 
at 8, 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
 ̧December 11 & 12:  Starlight Dessert or Angel 
Breakfastτ1st through 4th grade Christmas  
Musical, ά/ŀǊǊƛŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘέ. 
 ̧December 13:  Preschool Christmas program 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ at 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
during worship. 
 ̧December 13:  Healing Service of Prayer at  
4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 ̧December 24:  Christmas Eve worship at 3 &  
4:30 p.m. in the Community Life Center and 7 &  
11 p.m. in the Sanctuary with Holy Communion.  

 

Jesus is the LIGHT of the worldτAMEN! 

Pastor Linda 

AdventAdventññA Charlie Brown ChristmasA Charlie Brown Christmas  
First WordFirst Word  

Linda VanEaton 
Pastor 
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hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘhǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘhǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ   
1616 West Olive Street 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

Phone: 651-439-5704 
Fax: 651-351-1463 

Email:  info@oslcstillwater.org 
Web:  www.oslcstillwater.org 

 

           Staff  Phone Ext. 
 

 Pastor Steven Molin         ext. 14 
 steve@oslcstillwater.org  
 

 Pastor Linda VanEaton     ext. 24 
 linda@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Sharon Stratmoen            ext. 23 
 Director of Children & 
 Family Ministry 
 sharon@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Terri Green          ext. 34 
 Associate Director of 
 Children & Family Ministry 
 terri@oslcstillwater.org  
 

 Missy (Seekel) Carmack         ext. 15 
 Youth Director 
 missy@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Kathy Newton                  ext. 10 
 Office Administrator 
 info@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Janet Tyndell  ext. 18 
 Accountant 
 finance@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Shelly Rock                      ext. 19          
 Parish Nurse 
 shelly@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Greg Schell                       ext. 20 
 Maintenance 
 greg@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Shannon Goldstein ext. 25 
 LADC Site Director 
 shannongoldstein@ladcfamilies.org 
 

 Kelli Roddy 
 Technology Coordinator 
 kelli@oslcstillwater.org 
  
 Dan Olson 
 Contemporary Worship Leader 
 alleluia@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Jane Gay 
 Worship Coordinator & Organist 
 worship@oslcstillwater.org 
 

 Evelyn Teitelbaum 
 Kingdom Choir Director 
 

 Marlene Lentz 
 Bell Choir Director 
 

 Micki Henriksen, Lisa Lanz 
 & Nichi Miller 
 Nursery Coordinators 
 nursery@oslcstillwater.org  

From Our Church Board . . . 
 

At the 2009 ELCA Church-Wide Assembly, voting members approved motions which 
ǿƻǳƭŘ άŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making regarding the approving or  
disapproving in candidacy and the extending or not extending of a call to rostered   
service of a person who is otherwise qualified and who is living or contemplates living 
in a publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ 
 

These motions when read carefully, not only provide individual congregations the  
freedom and liberty to maintain local autonomy of the congregation, but encourage  
us to do so.  Further, the action taken by that assembly does not mandate a change in 
practices by this or any other local congregation. 
 

After two listening posts attended by more than 100 people, many individual conversa-
tions with members  and considerable board discussions, and with the support of our 
spiritual leadership, the board has arrived at the following position: 
 

 ̧ OSLC today does not currently perform same gender blessing ceremonies, nor  
does OSLC call practicing gay or lesbian pastors.   We do not intend to change  
these practices. 

 ̧ More important than taking sides and expending energy to defend, explain or  
refute either position is the welfare of our members and congregation, OUR body 
of Christ.  We believe we can agree or disagree on this issue but, as part of the 
ELCA as a whole, be better together in our mission for Christ and our church than 
we would be alone. 

 

!ǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ  
opinions and interpretations differ.  But we believe that we have more  in common 
with each other  than we have differences.  We care about each member of this  
congregation.  We are still comprised of the same unique and special individuals God 
has made, each with our own unique talents.  We believe that the recent ELCA action, 
and our interpretation of it leaves room for us to continue to be the loving, committed 
ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎΦ 
 

We welcome the opportunity to further discuss any concerns  you might have. 
 

In Christ ~ The OSLC Board of Administration 

Financial Box Score 
 

 October Giving $ 55,246 
 October Expense $ (73,729) 
 October Total $ (18,483) 
 
 YTD Giving $ 627,729 
 YTD Expenses $ (672,236) 
 YTD Total $ (44,507) 
 
 October Building Contributions $ 6,886 
 YTD Building Contributions $ 88,075 
 YTD Mortgage Expenses $ (109,323) 
 YTD Total Building $ (21,248) 
 
 Monthly Mortgage Amount $ 10,932 
 Current Mortgage Amount $ 1,218,230 
 (as of 10/31/2009) 

P. 2P. 2  Grounded in Faith 
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OSLC Christmas Cantata 

Do you know what is happening at church on Sunday  
evenings?  You can hear the sound of 20 instruments 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀƴǘŀǘŀΦ  ά! DǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ  
aƛƎƘǘȅ ²ƻƴŘŜǊέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ  
services on Sunday, December 6.    
 
 
 
OSLC has a 
wealth of  
wonderful  
musicians 
and during 

this time of year, both the orchestra and the Kingdom Choir put 
in extra practice time to make sure they are prepared.   There are 
several families whose parents and children are involved, like 
Pete and Susanna Elliott and their children, Franz and Kaisa, who 
all play in the orchestra. 
 

 
 

We invite you to start your Christmas season with a beautiful reminder of the Wonder of the Christmas Story 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ /ƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ h{[/Ωǎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŎŀǊƻƭǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ 
text and melodies, Tom Fettke composed a Christmas worship experience which celebrates the great and 
ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ   DŀōǊƛŜƭ ǎƛƴƎǎ άŘƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ aŀǊȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
aŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴά  ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƻ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƛǘ !ƭƭέ 
ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ IŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘΗ 

Spotlight OSLC P. 3P. 3  



The whole person, with all his senses, The whole person, with all his senses, The whole person, with all his senses, 
with both mind and body, needs to be with both mind and body, needs to be with both mind and body, needs to be 
involved in genuine worship. involved in genuine worship. involved in genuine worship.    
                                                                                                                                             ~ ~ ~ Jerry KernsJerry KernsJerry Kerns   

Gathered in LoveGathered in Love  

There is nothing in the  world so There is nothing in the  world so There is nothing in the  world so    
much like prayer as music is.much like prayer as music is.much like prayer as music is.   

~ William P. Merrill ~ William P. Merrill ~ William P. Merrill    

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday,  December 6, Advent 2  

Pastor Linda VanEaton 
Worship at 8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 a.m. with the  
Kingdom Choir & OSLC Orchestra Cantata 

 
Sunday, December 13, Advent 3 

Pastor Steve Molin 
Worship at 8:00 & 9:15 a.m. with JuBellate 
10:30 a.m. with the Alleluia! Singers and Praise Band 
Preschool Christmas program at 9:15 & 10:30 Services 

 
Sunday, December 20, Advent 4 

Pastor Linda VanEaton 
Worship at 8:00 & 9:15 a.m. with Proclaim! 
10:30 a.m. with the Alleluia! Singers and Praise Band 

 
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

Pastor Steve Molin 
3:00 p.m. Family Service in the CLC with Cherub & 
 Joyful Noise Choirs 
4:30 p.m. Candle Light Service in the CLC with  
 JuBellate 
7:00 p.m. Candle Light Service & Communion in the  
 Sanctuary with Soloist 
11:00 p.m. Candle Light Service & Communion in the   
 Sanctuary with the Kingdom Choir 

 
Sunday, December 27, Christmas 1 

Pastor Steve Molin 
8:00 & 9:15 a.m. with The Four Collars 
10:30 a.m. with the Alleluia! Singers and Praise Band 
 

 
 

Holy Communion Schedule 
 ̧8:00 a.m. serviceτDecember 20 
 ̧9:15 & 10:30 a.m. servicesτ 

December 13 & 27 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
at OSLC 

P. 4P. 4  Worship and Music 

Join us this Advent Season to look Join us this Advent Season to look 

Deeper into the Real Meaning of Deeper into the Real Meaning of 

ChristmasChristmas  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Charlie Brown 
Christmas 

Week 1 (Dec. 2):  Help!  Where is the Light of the World 
We meet Charlie Brown who is looking for the meaning  
of Christmas.  He enlists the help of his friend Lucy. 
 
Music will be provided by the Joyful Noise and Cherub Choirs 
 

Week 2 (Dec. 9):  Finding the Perfect Tree 
Describe your Christmas tree at home and any traditions  
that go along with decorating it. 
 
Music will be provided by the Kingdom Choir 
 

Week 3 (Dec. 16):  Waiting for the TRUE meaning of Christmas 
What are you waiting for? 
 
Music will be provided by the Alleluia! Singers and Praise 
Band 
 
 

Advent worship will be at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch and 7 p.m. 
preceded with dinner from 6-6:45 p.m.  Hot dish will be served 
with a $3 donation suggested for those attending the meals.  
Please bring a dessert to share. 
 
We will use the familiar Holden Evening Prayer liturgy to call us 
into worship, watch a video clip of the familiar movie A Charlie 
Brown Christmas, and hear a message of the season.  Come and 
be surprised  at what Charlie Brown and his friends have to say 
about the LIGHT of the world and the true meaning of  
Christmas! 



 

ñDo not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds,  
so that you may discern what is the will of God 
- ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦέ 
Romans 12:2 

   

         An Adult Learning An Adult Learning An Adult Learning    
         OpportunityOpportunityOpportunity   

 
 

 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 
No Sunday Morning Magazine for the month of December.  
Enjoy a break and participate in the added worship and  
fellowship opportunities during the Advent season.    
 
Sunday Morning Magazine returns on January 10, 2010. 
 
 
 

 

Book of the Month ClubBook of the Month ClubBook of the Month Club   
   
December we take the month off. 
 

 

January book:  ά¢ƘŜ CƛǾŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ¸ƻǳ aŜŜǘ ƛƴ 
IŜŀǾŜƴέ by Mitch Albom  
The novel recounts the life and death of a  
simple yet dignified old man, Eddie. After  
dying in a freak accident, Eddie finds himself  
in heaven where he encounters five people 
who have significantly affected his life, 
whether he realized it at the time or not. 
Mitch Albom dedicates the book to his uncle 
Edward Beitchman and says that he wants people like his  
uncle who felt unimportant here on earth to realize, finally, 
how much they mattered and how they were loved. 
 
TWO Discussion Times Available:  Monday, January 25 at  
1 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. in the Family Room.  Childcare is provided 
in the evening only! 
 
February book: ά¢ƘŜ [ƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊŘǊƻōŜέ by  
  CS Lewis 
 

Using our TALENTS to  iSERVE Jesus!Using our TALENTS to  iSERVE Jesus!Using our TALENTS to  iSERVE Jesus!   
 
The Clifton StrengthsFinder measures not strengths, but the presence 
ƻŦ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ оп ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƻǊ άǘƘŜƳŜǎέΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ όǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 
patterns of thought, feeling or behavior that can be productively  
applied) naturally exist within individuals, strengths (the ability to  
provide consistent, near-perfect performance in a specific task) must 
ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
refined with acquired skills and knowledge.  If you want to learn  
more about StrengthsFinder, contact Pastor Linda at 439-5704 or 
Linda@oslcstillwater.org.  StrengthsFinder Class will be taught in  
January 2010. 

 
Talent of the Month:  Talent of the Month:  Talent of the Month:  DISCIPLINEDISCIPLINE 

άCƻǊ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣέ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ [hw5Σ άǇƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.   
Jeremiah 29.11 
 
You enjoy routine and structure.  You plan in advance and then follow 
the plan.  You have ALL your ducks in a row. Your world needs to be 
predictable, ordered and planned.  You focus on timelines and dead-
lines.  You have a need to feel in control.   
 
Choose iSERVE items in which you can help make a plan to accomplish 
a project and then be there to get it done!  Perhaps serving on a long-
term team or Church Board will allow your discipline to live itself out 
in the life of the church. 
 
ά! ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘŀƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƳΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 
ŘŀȅǎΧ  ! ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻŎƪ-ǳǇ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŘŜǊΦέ   

Ann Dillard, author 

Adult Learning and Discipleship P. 5P. 5  

Women@theEDGE 
Join us on December 7 for  

an Advent Tea 
We meet on the first Mondays of the month 
at 8 p.m. at Perkins Restaurant on Hwy 36 
in the back room.  All women are invited 
for a time of study and fellowship.  Each 

month is a new study based on women in the Bible.  How are 
we like them?  How are we different?  Invite a friend! 
December 7 we will follow the format of an Advent Tea and 
read togetherΣ άLŦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ .ŀōȅ WŜǎǳǎτa true story that 
ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦέ   

Contact Pastor Linda (linda@oslcstillwater.org) with questions. 

Got Bells? 
hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŜƭƭǎ 
on behalf of The Salvation Army on Friday 
and Saturday, Dec 11 and 12.   Our location 
is the entrance or exit doors at Cub in  
Stillwater.  Ringers are asked to ring for  
one hour.  Please sign up at the Welcome 
Desk at church. 

Coping with Stress and the Busyness of Life:  
Take a Time out to Refuel and Refocus! 

 
The Anxiety Support Group is sponsoring six sessions on the 
topic of stress management during the months of November, 
December and January.  You are welcome to come to any  
session.  The sessions run the first and third Thursdays of the 
month.  For more information, please contact Cassie Anderson, 
Jim Nelson or Shelly Rock (651-439-5704, ext. 19) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncle
mailto:Linda@oslcstillwater.org
mailto:Linda@oslcstillwater.org


Adult Ministry: WomenAdult Ministry: Women  
 

Deborah/Naomi CircleDeborah/Naomi CircleDeborah/Naomi Circle   
Next Mtg: 5ŜŎΦ мл ŀǘ сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ tƻǘƭǳŎƪ ŀǘ /ŀǊƳŜƴ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ  
Contact: Donna Peterson (439-5903) 
 

Lydia CircleLydia CircleLydia Circle   
Next Mtg: Dec. 3 at 7:00 p.m.  
Contact: Heather Swanson (238-3101)  
 

Hannah CircleHannah CircleHannah Circle   
Next Mtg: 5ŜŎΦ у ŀǘ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀǘ .ŜŎƪȅ aŀƛŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ  
Contact: Becky Maier (439-4459) 
 

Ruth CircleRuth CircleRuth Circle   
Next Mtg: Dec. 4 at 9:30 a.m. at the Church  
Contacts:    Barb Louden (763-360-4332) 
 

Sarah CircleSarah CircleSarah Circle   
Next Mtg:  Dec. 10 at 1:00 p.m. at The Grand Grill & Pizzeria  
Contact:  Donna Carlson (351-5052) 
 

Morning QuiltersMorning QuiltersMorning Quilters   
Next Mtg:  Dec. 3, 10, & 17 at 9:00 a.m.  
Contact: Audrey Reed (430-2744) 
 

Mission QuiltersMission QuiltersMission Quilters   
Next Mtg:  Dec. 17 at 9:00 a.m.  
Contact: Audrey Reed (430-2744) 
 

Piecemakers (Evening Quilters)Piecemakers (Evening Quilters)Piecemakers (Evening Quilters)   
Next Mtg:  Dec. 2, 9, & 16 at 7:30 p.m.  
Contact:  Valerie Kubal (998-3973) 
 

Card RecyclersCard RecyclersCard Recyclers   
Next Mtg: Dec. 29 at 9:00 a.m.  
Contact: Doris Freeman (439-7876) 
 

Prayer Shawl KnittersPrayer Shawl KnittersPrayer Shawl Knitters   
Next Mtg:  Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m.  
Contacts:  Sherry Yahner (430-9863) and Kitty Roettger (777-4192) 

SisterhoodSisterhood  

hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΥ  {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

P. 6P. 6  Adult Ministry  

Adult Ministry:  MenAdult Ministry:  Men  
 

aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅaŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅaŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ   
Next Mtg: Dec. 3, 10, & 17 at 6:00 a.m. at the church 
Contact: John Rock (651-747-0311) 
 

Friday GuysFriday GuysFriday Guys   
Next Mtg: Dec. 4, 11 & 18 ŀǘ сΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀǘ  WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
Contact: Pastor Steve (651-439-5704 ext. 14)  

ADvent eVENT Tea 
 

LǘΩǎ bƻǘ ¢ƻƻ [ŀǘŜΗ 
Hosted by Women of  

hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
December 6  ς December 12 

Various Times ς Various Locations 
 

A Celebration of Devotion, Fellowship & Renewal  
Invite a Friend & Extend an Invitation to a  

New Member. 
 

A wonderful opportunity for women of all ages to  
connect  with one another in an intimate setting 

 

Sign-up Sheets in the Gathering Area 
Questions:  Please call the church office  

at 651-439-5704 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
 

Making a Difference in Our Corner of the  
Vineyard: Passing on the Art of Affirmation 

 

 hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ - Stillwater MN 
Saturday, January 23, 2010 

9:00 a.m. ς 3:00 p.m. (Registration begins 8:30 a.m.) 
 

Women throughout the St. Croix Valley are invited to gather 
together for an inspirational day.  Women will have an  
opportunity to be inspired by guest speakers; Sister Kay 
hΩbŜƛƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛǎǘŜǊ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ aŜȅŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ 
ƛƴǘƻ ΨtŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ !ŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ.  How going out of 
ourselves to notice another person validates their existence 
and strengthens the spirits of both the giver and receiver of 
affirmations.  They address the challenge of making the  
Gospel law of love come alive by lightening up our lives and 
the lives around us with a generous dose of love, laughter 
and affirmations.  The Sisters bring years of experience and 
enthusiasm to each retreat.  Please invite a friend to join 
you for this day of renewal and fellowship.  
 

Register before January 15, 2009 at a cost of $30.00 (after 
$35.00), which includes the program, lunch and breaks.  
Childcare will be available with advanced registration only - 
$5.00 per child.  Please bring a bag lunch for your child.  
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
bulletin board across from the office workroom.     



December Devotion of Gratitude 
Glorifying God 

 

You glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the 
gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with 
them and with all others, while they long for you and pray for 
you.  2 Corinthians 9:13-14 
 
Communications theorists tell us that we need to hear  
information seven times in three different ways before we 
really absorb it.  It is sometimes difficult to find the time,  
energy, and opportunity to keep telling our story, over and 
over again, yet it is exactly our willingness to keep talking 
about the love of God we have experienced through this  
organization and our congregations, friends, and families  
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ 
calls, posters, announcements, articles in the paper, talking 
over coffee ς all of these and more are the channels God  
uses to reach people.  
 
Your offerings support our communication efforts, which help 
women on their faith journeys share their faith and hope with 
others.  We ask God to help us to be diligent in this work as 
we share your concern and commitment for all people.  
 
As we reflect on Daily Blessings for our Gratitude Boxes ς 
gifts collected in Gratitude Boxes benefit BOLD women 
around the globe.  (Excerpt from Bonnie B. Belasic, program 
associate for special projects for Women of the ELCA).   
 
During 2009, each month, an excerpt of a dedicated  
Devotion1 to Gratitude will be published in the Lamp as a re-
source for women to use to inspire their own thoughts for 
spiritual growth and gratefulness.  The entire 2009 Monthly 
Devotions can be found on the Women at the ELCA website:  
www.womenoftheelca.org. 
  
 
1 2009 Monthly Offering Devotions ©2008 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America.  Contents may be freely reproduced for use by Women of the 
ELCA congregational units and synodical organizations provided all copies carry 

Adult Ministry  P. 7P. 7  

PEP Holiday DinnerPEP Holiday Dinner  
 

Monday, December 14, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m.  Please sign up on the 
sheet posted on the PEP bulletin 
board by December 6.   
 

The cost is $17.00 per person and we ask that you pay by  
December 6.   
 

Menu:   Asiago Panko Breaded Chicken Breast 
 Homemade Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
 Garden Vegetable Blend 
 Strawberry Spinach Salad 
 Variety of Christmas Cookies 
 

Entertainment will be provided by a Barbershop Quartet.   
There is an opportunity to donate Christmas cookies. 

Poinsettias 
 

The Altar Guild is now taking orders for 
Poinsettias.  Orders need to be placed by 
December 6.  The cost is $9.75 with your 
choice of red, pink or white poinsettias.  
Please check out the poster in the  
Gathering Area and pay at the time you 

place your order.  Envelopes for payment can be found on 
the Welcome Desk.  Plants may be taken home following  
the Christmas Services.  The Poinsettias are an important 
decorating tradition at OSLC! 

Year End Giving for 2009   
Excel in the Grace of Giving at Year End Excel in the Grace of Giving at Year End   

Giving Reminders  

Gifts of Cash or ChecksτRemember, the final offering of 
2009 will be received on Sunday morning, December 27.  If 
you should miss this offering, the following are ways to get 
your contribution to the church on time to be counted in 
2009's giving:  

1. Hand delivered to our office by noon, Thursday,       
December 31.  

2. Mailed and postmarked by USPS by 11:59 p.m.,      
Thursday, December 31. 

 

Enjoy Tax Savings  

With the option to make a charitable distribution from  
your 401K (if over age 70½) still in place until December 31, 
2009, giving in this tax year may help save you more tax 
dollars.  Consult your accountant for specific requirements.  
Remember, only gifts made by December 31 can help  
reduce the amount of taxes you owe next April 15.   
 

Simplify your giving in 2010.  9ƴǊƻƭƭ ƛƴ ά{ƛƳǇƭȅ DƛǾƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ 
contributions will be automatically withdrawn from a bank 
account or credit card of your choice, and at the timing of 
your choice. 
 

Building Fund CommitmentτIf you want to know how 
much you have given so far or need a reminder of your 
commitment amount for planning purposes, please feel 
free to call Janet Tyndell in the church office, 439-5704,  
ext. 18 for this information.  She can also help you with 
other contribution questions.  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/


tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ  
Saturday, December 5  
from 3-7 p.m. 
tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
last minute shopping, or to spend 
a night out on the town!  Sign up 
in the Gathering Area. 
 
Youth, if you are interested in helping out to raise 
money for a ski trip, retreat, or a summer trip, contact 
Missy! 
 

 

Jamaica Trip Banquet 
Welcome Back Jamaica Trippers!  A great trip was had 
by all!  We will be holding the Jamaica Trip Banquet & 
Picture Party on Sunday, December 13 at 6 p.m.   
Participants are needed earlier to help set up.  If you 
are available to help, contact Missy. 
 
 

 

b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 9±9 9±9 
PARTY IS A-/haLbΩΗ 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, 
December 30 for the annual New 
¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ 9ǾŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ  
information in the mail or on the 

youth board to find out what activities will be happen-
ing this year.  This night has stuff planned for both Jr. 
High and Sr. High.  Come celebrate the New Year! 

 

Weekly Programs 
 
 

OR 
 
 

 
First Light Confirmationτ8th & 9th Graders  

Weekly on Wednesday Evenings from 7-8:15 p.m. 
 

                                                                                      
 

   5ƛƎƎƛƴΩ 5ŜŜǇŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ /ƭǳō 
{ǊΦ IƛƎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ tŜǊƪƛƴǎ ƻƴ  
Friday, December 4 at 6:30 a.m. for FREE 
ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ άŘƛƎƎƛƴΩ ŘŜŜǇŜǊέ 
into your faith!  Breakfast Club meets the 1st Friday of 
every month at Perkins.  Friends are invited and rides to 
school are provided (if needed). 

Sunday Morning Live 
(7th ς 9th Graders) 
Weekly at 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday Night Live 
(7th ς 9th Graders) 
Weekly at 5:30 p.m. 

Notice:  There will be NO youth education  
(First Light, Wednesday Night Live or Sunday 

Morning Live) on December 23, 27, 30  
and January 3.  

Enjoy Christmas Break! 

P. 8P. 8  Youth Ministry 

On November 18th, First Light  
Students packed boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child as a part of a Service 
Night.  Students learned about the  
organization and also engaged in 

learning about the season of giving. 



 

All Congregational Advent Event!  
 

Get your family into the Advent Season!  Join us for  
this festive Advent event featuring our 1st-4th graders 
starring in Carriers of the Light, a 25-minute musical 
with the message of the season.  It was such a huge 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ {ǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ  
Performance this year.  

 

When:  Friday, December 11 @ 7-8 p.m. or  
Saturday, December 12 @ 9-10:30 a.m. 
 
Where:  Community Life Center 
 
Friday Menu:  Delicious desserts, Christmas cookies, 
coffee, spiced cider, milk 
 
Saturday Menu:  Belgium waffles, choice of  
toppings, sausage, fruit, juice, milk, coffee 
 
Why:  To celebrate the Advent Season!  All are  
welcome to attend. 
 
Cost:  $4 person.  Children age 5 and under are free. 

 

Tickets:  Tickets are on sale now at the Welcome 
Desk on Sundays and Wednesdays or in the church 
office during the week.  

Children and Family Ministry P. 9P. 9  

Angel Breakfast  

Starlight Dessert  

Christmas Musical  

Please Note: 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ  
December 23, 30, 31 or January 3.  

Normal schedule will resume January 6.  
Enjoy worship and time with your family! 

The cast of the Christmas Musical rehearsing for the upcoming show 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊǎ 
No Joyful Noise or Cherub Choirs December 23 or 30. 
Joyful Noise and Cherub Choir will sing at the 3 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Family Service.  Please have your singer 
to the music room at 2:40 p.m. 

The Advent and Christmas Season 

are such a special time, especially 

ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǘ hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎΗ  ¢ƘŜ  

Children & Family Ministry Team 

are gearing up for an exciting 

month.  The nativity set and  

ǘǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Gathering Area.  Christmas  

Programs, Angel Breakfast, and 

Starlight Dessert will let our kids 

shine as they tell the Christmas 

Story.  Kids will be engaged in 

incredible festive lessons during 

Sunday School, WAVE and Club 

56.  We will be doing some  

special things in class with some great family take-

homes to help kids focus in on the true meaning of 

the season, the light of the world ς baby Jesus!  If 

ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ  

ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭǳ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ  

praying to see your kids in class again soon. 

The Light of Jesus 
shines brightly in 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\��
this  December! 


